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State hub for deat
is being restored -

BY PAUL HUGHES
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

HARTFORD — House De-
mocrats are making restor-
ing a “one-stop” hub for con-
necting the deaf, deaf-blind
and hard of hearing to need-
ed resources and services a
priority. :

House Speaker Matt Ritter
said Jan. 23 the dissolution of
the former Commission on
the Deaf and Hearing Im-
paired under a state agency
consolidation plan 13 years
ago was a mistake.

“We are going to rectify the
wrong we did,” he said dur-
ing a news conference at the
Legislative Office Building in
Hartford.

Ritter announced House
Democrats will propose to es-
tablish a Bureau of Deaf,
DeafBlind and Hard of Hear-
ing Services within the state
Department of Aging and
Disability Services in the up-
coming 2024 legislative ses-
sion.

“This is going to be one of
our top five bills that we are
going to roll out this year, and
it is not one that costs a lot of
money. It is not one that is
unprecedented by any
stretch of the imagination,”
he said.

A task force for the State
Advisory Board for Persons
Who Are Deaf, Hard of Hear-
ing and DeafBlind recom-
mended creating a dedicated
bureau within the Depart-
ment of Aging and Rehabili-
tation Services.

The state launched the
Commission for the Deaf and
Hearing Impaired in 1974. It
was the first centralized
source of information, servic-
es and resources of its kind in
the country.

But the legislature and
then-Gov. Dannel P. Malloy

mission’s duties and func- |
tions to a new Bureau of Re- |
habilitative Services within
the state Department of So-
cial Services, and the com-
mission was converted to an
advisory council. It was part
of a consolidation of state
agencies.

Representatives of the Con-
necticut Association for the
Deaf said deaf, deaf-blind and &
hard of hearing people are not -
satisfied with the level of %
services from the Bureau of |
Rehabilitation Services.

“Everything is just a mess,” /
Luisa Gasco-Sobelski, co- :
chair of State Advisory Board
for Persons Who Are Deaf, ;
Hard of Hearing and Deaf- |
Blind, said, speaking through |
a sign language interpreter. |

“Now, I'm getting calls
every day from people un-
sure of what to do, where to
go, who to contact, and I’'m
dealing with all of this on a
voluntary basis, which I'm
glad to do, just to say,” she
continued. “But my concern -
is if something were to hap-
pen to me, who is going to
take this on? We really need
something in place that is a :
cohesive, centralized unit to
service these needs.”

Deaf advocate, Harvey Cor-
son, co-chair of the advisory
board’s task force, said the -
consolidation of the former
Commission on the Deaf and
Hearing Impaired was done
with the best of intentions, but .
the unintended consequences
have demonstrated the need
for a state agency dedicated to
primarily serving the deaf,
deaf-blind and hard of hearing
community.

Ritter said the proposed -
bureau would only cost an ad-
ditional $250,000 for hiring °
an executive director and one
or two support positions.
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